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THE PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

To the- membership: 

You have honored mc by placing mc at the h&lm of the Society for the nest 
two- yean. I promise to take the responsibility seriously and to approach ihe task 
with diligence sLnc& Lhc orgartizatioci deserves no lessn 

I have inher ieed ihe praidency of a robust organization that continue* to grow 
■ not just in numbers, but in assets and in service so society as well. I need not 
tell you thai the artministraiion of PiesEDH Moses in ihe Pittsylvania Historical 
Society Ls a haid act lo follow. His two terms as president were crowned with 
some remarkable- achievements. Without enumerating of [him, suffice it to 
say that he teases the office with membership and financial assets sat an all lime 
high. 

Moreover, I know (hat all of you ace proud of The Packet which he- 
developed into one of the finest historical society publications Li the U.S. All of 
lis harbor the hope that Preston will someday again, resume the title of Editor: 
The Pittsylvania Packet, Mean while, from all of us "a hearty: 
MACTE VmUTEHt Preston. 

To lhe Officers and Directors: 

I appreciate your willingness to remain at your posts foj another tcrra H It 
tneans much lo me to have your advice and counsel ai my disposal > and you can 
be certain that I will be calling on you. 

Htmian Mellon. 



THE MAY MEETING 

Lucille Payne reviewed her book: Pittsylvania County Virginia Invent®* 
rds £ Accounts Current 1 Tf§*17P? (Lynchburg* HJEL Howard Inc. 1995) 
196 p gs + Lucille has made 3 significant contribution to conn ty history with 
this fu^einating volume, Good Job, Lucille, W* are enjoying our copy* 

Those interested write Lucille with a check fur $26.95 postpaid at EFD 
2 + Box 419, Axtnn* VA 24054, 

It was a tso annual election night at the May meeting. Officers und 
directors were reelected, and Herman Melton succeeded Preston Moses 
who had served two terms as President 



HEAR YE, HEAR YE 
All members are urged fo spread the word about the Autumn 
Potpourri and to assume a personal responsibility by being 
present at Callands on October 7. (preferably in Colonial attire) 
If you live out of the county, why not take a vacation and come 
home for a weekend? 
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The Autumn Potpourri 

Beginning as a small crafts show over a decade s^o with a handful of crafters 
and about two hundred visitor^ Autumn Paqpourii, the Pittsylvania Historical 
Society's annual celebration of fall t now includes dozens of crfiftcrs and artisans 
with attendance in the thousands. 

Staged at the two historic buildings at Callands. Pittsylvania County's fust 
seat of government in 1767, this colorful event offers a sampling of 18th 
century life, including spinners, basket weavers, rug hooker*, a village 
blacksmith and much mors, 

The society is grateful for the Invaluable assistance of the G&llands Volunteer 
Fire Department and Auxiliary, who man the parking and manage to whet the 
appetites of folks who arc drawn to this event, which ii now famous for its 
sciumpfioLLJ stew and ics flavor-rilled pics. 

Highlights of past festivals have included portrayal of colorful characters from 
Pittsylvania County's history, resplendent as old Sam Calland himself In 
colonial garb, and skits depicting events from the past* which are presented 
smack-dab in the middle of the crowds on the steps of the old Courthouse. From 
hunters to hawkers - from trappers to traders, a bit of history is always offered 
to those lucky enough Ed gen close enough io panake in ihls offering. The crowd 
has been known to scatter at the sound of the muskets in the background. 

Looking like a scene from past court days, crates and artisans ate located on 
every inch of these historic grounds* peddling iheir wares. Spaces for extibitis are 
again sold out, and there i& usual waiting list. 

The 1994 event was held under sunny skies with the temperature in the low 
80s + An estimated 12,000 people showed up, James (Mack) Doss was up at 
3:30 a.m T setting up tables for exhibitors and craftsmen ^ he does each year. 

His name is synonymous with the Autumn Potpourri since he has been the 
guiding light since its inception. Mack begins work on the next years festival 
the day following each year. His comment to reporters regarding the success of 
last years event was "It's overwhelming." That is largely because of the talent, 
skills and dedication of the essential and indefatigable Mack Doss, 



Mack Doss, Director of the 
Autumn Potpourri, shown 
hereiesplendent in Colonial 
attire and hard at work in the 
arts and crafts festival at 
Callands in 1994. The Packet 
hereby takes pride in recog- 
nizing him for his years of 
service. 

/ 

.■ 
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Costumed vendors at cider 
press at Ca Hands Autumn 
Potpourri. 



PREVIEW OF THE AUGUST 21 MEETING 
A huge crowd is expected at the August meeting for the following 
reasons: The tinie is 7 pjn. and the place is at toe Town Park En uacJc of 
the hiitoiic 1*13 Clerk's Office behind Town Mall. 

Tbespeakt r will be ope of ft* county's favmite&OEU, HugbMcCfjrmlck- 
This historian and one tinie soldier uf fortune rectnWy retired from his 
Front Royal law practice after a Fascinating life, He lis a speaker in much 
demand, and we are honored with his presence. McCormiek is the 
author of tht widely acclaimed books CONFEDERATE SDN in which 
be recounts much about his boyhood in our county, He had three 
ancestors In Pickett's Charge at Gettysburg - a rarity, The public is 
invited, and all who wish to purchase his book may do so* 
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John Rando\-ph of Koanolce 
A Politician Extraordinaire 
With Pittsylvania Connections 

By Ken inn McCann 

One of the most interesting characters 
in 13th century America was a neighbor 
of folks living Ln Pittsylvania County. 
John Randolph of nearby Charlotte 
County was important on the political 
scene of the lay, His fcoji jyots are still 
widely quoted in political circles. 

Although he apparently never lived in 
Pittsylvania County, his mother was 
Frances Bland Randolph who later 
married Henry St, George Tucker and 
lived seven miles north of Chatham, 

Always known as John Randolph of 
Roanoke (the family plantation) in Silhouette of the brilliant 
distinguish himself from 0 disliked and erratic Jaha Randolph of 
cousin who held the same name, he- was" Roanoke s&o^s him on his 
plagued by malaria and hyperchondni stlJ d farm. 

During an early visit to brother Dickie in Williamsburg, he contracted scarlet 
fever which left him nearly beardless and with a shrill, high-pitched voice, He 
was probably made impotent a* well fiom the di$oa$C- 

Randolph briefly attended William and Maiy in 1792-93, There he quarreled 
with Robert B. Taylor and r in a resulting duel shot Taylor through the leg. 
The/ later became friends. Randolph would fight a second duel, with Henry 
Clay + whom he'd publicly called a blackleg (crooked gambler) after Clay threw 
his support to John Quiacy Adam* in the disputed election of 1824. Clay 
challenged Randolph to a duel. 

Ctay and Randolph met on the Virginia bank of ihc Potomac River attended 
by two seconds and a surgeon. Thomas Hart Benton, Senator from Missouri, 
was there as a mutual friend. The Iu& of Randolph's bullets struck a tree behind 
day with Clay's volley hitting ihe dirt at Randolph's feet Although Benton 
tried to stop the encounter „ both men insisted upon a second shot. This time, 
Clay's shut pierced the dressing gown Randolph wore, while Randolph 
deliberately fired into ihe air, announcing, "I do not fire at you s Mr, Clay. You 
owe me a new coal" Clay retorted, # I am glad the debt is no greater/ Hie two 
men then shook har.d&; the quarrel was over. 

Benton declared that "this was about the last high-toned duel 1 ' be ever 
witnessed. Later Benton Learned that the night before the duel Randolph Eiad told 
a friend "I have determined to receive without reluming Clay's fir^ nothing 
shall induce me in harm a hair of his head I will not make his wife a widow or 
his children orphans. Their tears would be shed over his gravc N but when the sod 
of Virginia rests on my bones, there is not in this widt world one individual to 
pay his tribute upon me, 41 
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This duel is of particular imprest to Pittsylvanians since Clay had many 
family members living in the county including the prominent Congressman 
Mauhew Clay of Chestnut Level. 

"[ am an aristocrat/ Randolph once announced. "I love justice- and hate 
equality/ He was essentia]] y a slabs' righted stating, "When I think of my 
country. [ mean the Commonwealth of Virginia. 11 He began hi* poUlical life as a 
JefTersonian Republican but later broke with TX as well as with his successors: 
Madison p Monroe and John Quincy Adams. Unce, oti meeting an Ada incite an 
the street, the latter stopped and snidely announced, "I never step out of the way 
for puppies Randolph never blinked an eye as he stepped aside r saying, "I 
always do. Pass on." 

During Jefferson's presidency T Randolph served as Chairman of the Ways and 
Means Committee. He was successful moderate and tactful during the Louisiana: 
Purchase negotiations, subverting his beliefs on stales 1 rights to national well- 
being. However, when Jefferson attempted to secure Florida from Spain by 
paying France (Tallyjand) two minion dollars to help in negotiations. Randolph 

and the President broke iante> What wai attempted by Jefferson peacefully would 
Later be the reason for the Spanish- American War. Although Randolph lost his 
seat in Congress in 1813, he would run again in 1815 and be reelected during 
Monroe's Era of Good Feeling, 

Contemporaries v*cte bewildered by Randolph^ appearance during 1820-1821. 
Physically, he resembled the Rider of the Pale Horse and it has been suggested 
that perhaps be suffered front tuberculosis. Still, his witicisms continued. 
Referring to primogeniture, he opined* "An Englishman has but one son. AH 
the rest are bastards/' And speaking on states' rights, he said that "asking a state 
to surrender part of its sovereignty Li like asking a lady to surrender part of her 
chastity." 

By 1829, Randolph wore the aspect of a corpse, suffering pain almost 
constantly; nevertheless, when the Virginia Constitutional Convention 
convened, he was a delegate, denouncing the whole idea of a new Constitution 
for the Old Dominion. 

John Randolph was buried at Roanoke Plantation t in the woods, facing West. 
Wags said it was to keep an eye on Clay. Later, his body would be disi moral and 
taken to Hollywood Cemetery in Richmond in 1879. It was then found that the 
roots of a Roanoke tree had penetrated the coffin, twined through hh long black 
hair and filled his skull. 

John Randolph of Roanoke helped turn the South from nourish er of the 
Republic to opponent of same, He dared the wrath uf Tlujntas JeIferson 1 James 
Madison, John Marshall. John C. Calhoun t John Quincy Adams, Henry Cla^i 
Daniel Webster and Andrew Jackson alike, (Old Hickory's' beloved wife, Rachel, 
was Pittyslvania County native: Rachel Dondson). 

The following is from an extract of John Randolph's will h admitted to probate 
in 1833: 

"I give to my slaves their freedom, to which my conscience tells me they are 
justly entitled, It has a long time been a matter of dccpe&t regret to me that the 
circumstances under which 1 inherited them and the obstacles thrown in the wav 
by the laws of the land have prevented my emancipating them in my lifetime- 
which it ij my full intention to do in ease I can accomplish it." 

He had earlier freed and established brother Dickie's slaves as executor of his 
estate in 1796- 



John Randolph of Roanoke spent over thirty years in public life as a member 
of the House of Representatives (Jefferson's floor leader) h Senator from the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, Ambassador to Russia and member of the 
Constitutional Convention of Virginia. 

(Kenyan McCann is ih£ pen Jiaw of historical society member //£ten 

Family Historians, Take Note! 

Did_you fcnow that some readers of The Packet are able to find voluminous 
genealogical records pertaining lo theirs and related families in the archives at the 
Pittsylvania County Public Liferary in Chatham? At [lie present, there are fairly 
complete records of some fifteen county f amities plus considerable data 
concerning many more of their related families. These are in addition to those 
accessible in the Open stacks, 

Two tuniiiea, the Watson* and Robertsons, are especially well documented, 
Other families, whose local branches aire well covered and worth researching, 
include the families of Lewis. Henson* Smith. Collins, DaJton, Tatum, 
Whitehead, Tredway. Hunt. Harrison. Baser and Schoolfield. Related families* 
too numerous to mention, are also among these records. Fortunaxly , they arc 
stored in acid free file boxes, each of which contain records of as many as six or 
more families, It appears that they arc the products of members of patriotic 
organizations {such as the UDC and the DARK dedicated genealogists (such as 
Henson* Qverby, now deceased) and various family historians. 

We hasten to odd that access to these files is by permission only from the 
Library 51*1% tut iliey are available with normal rcstriciiun^ In Odicr wyrds, 
tticy ait not in the open stacks nor do they circulate. This is as U should be since 
they are valuable. 

The Society has secured the permission of Mrs. Bnming F the County 
Librarian, to increase the size of (he genealogical archives by granting us 
additional space* Wp «m visualize the importance of having die rccordy of jscwrea 
of early Pittsylvania County families and their descendant on file for the use of 
people coming from great distances, to trace ancestry. It would be especially 
convenient for genealogists, historians and for those "climbing the family tree," 
The Packet will have mode on the plan in future Issuer As it develops, readers 
wiU be told how they can help in making it a significant permanent collection. 



TIPS FOR THE RESEARCHER 

1, Always send a sclF-addresscd stamped envelope, 

2 h Ask for only one family, not all the surnames in your line, 

3, Give some specific inforiuation to help the person lenow who you arc 
looting for* 

4. When someone answers your requesl* say "thank you," 

5. Always be courteous in a letter as well as in person. 

6, Offer to pay for any and all expenses incurred, 

7 H If you write to a Historical Society, offer lo add your family history u? their 
files, 

8 + ALWAYS. ALWAYS give the person time Lo answer before firing off 
another ittter. There may bo a reasun why they do not send a response in the 

next mail- Be patient. 

-From the Texarkana USA Quarterly, Texarkana, IX 
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Ladies of the D AR 

Hj- Frances Hurl 

When the good citizens of the United Stales weep and wail and gnash ihtir 
teeth over the decline of standards, they would do well to remember ihe 
Daughters of the American Revolution. No matter Jie sewage that washes m 
the court system and th& news, the DAR stands against the tide. 

Pittsylvania County has two chapters of this stalwart organization which have 
never wavered in their dedication to the goals set by die national founders in 
-- to promote education, historic preservation and path-ode endeavor. 

The William Pitt Chapter in Chatham was organized in 191 l s and die Thomas 
Carter Chapter was organized in ihe county in 1936. Through wars N depressions 
and epidemics they have held to their goals. The names of the first chapter 
members are fen iliar because many of their descendats live htut today. 

Membership in the DAR is not exactly h tr a lick or miss. It is more like 
proving claim to a gene. The requirement* for pnof of an ancestor who fought or 
contributed otherwise* in the American Revolution h are cast in carborundum. 
Documentations must be supplied to authenticate every begat, Membership uflun 
requires years of research if any thing is missing . 

The minutes from the fir^t William Pitt meetings reflect die canny mix of 
serializing and ^oil-tending which enlivens all organizations. The meeting was 
held ai the heme of Mrs. Thomas tt, Walkins, regent, who "entertained In her 
usual charming and hospitable manner, closing with an elegant luncheon of 
several courses," There was an "animated discussion of future plans" which 
included programs on history given by members. They even voted the first of a 
steady stream of little gifts to worthy causes. This time, it was a gift of J6 "for 
poor mountain people.™ They were ever mindful of the needs of Indians, but their 
major concern was for veterans. 

Right off the bat. these spunky ladies voted to present a play, "The Daughters 
of 1776." They did aJd a proviso - "if the characters can be obtained." It took a 
while, but two years lalcr the play was produced, directed by a Mrs, Lanier who 
was 'given a rising vote of thanks for her untiring and successful efforts. 1 ' This 
must have been presented in the old opera house above the present offices of 
Veatts Overby Yeatts & Ramsey. 

In 1936 the revolutionary descendants who lived in the county decided that 
they, too, would like to form a chapter of the DAR. They met at the home of 
Mrs, R.W P Carter near DanviEle. Of the 16 present, 10 were descendants of the 
same Revolutionary hero, Thomas Carter of Greenrgck. the family seat, Thus, 
naming the chapter was no problem. It became the Thomas Carter chapter. 

Of interest is the fact that the English ancestor of dm founding Stone sisters 
was also named Thomas Caner - Sir Thomas Carter. Any connection is not 
known. 

These three sisters - Mrs. Kirk Perrow (Bctiie) nf Hu-rt h Mrs. Samuel Gregory 
(Mary) of Java, and Mrs. Paul Cricer {Katie) played vital roles in the chapter 
until their deaths. Mrs= Fcnow was the orgaj sizing and subsequent regent and 
also served" in other offices. Katie Crider also acrved as regent, but her early job 
was thai of treasurer until Mrs. Ferrows daughter-in-law Epps (Mrs. Perrw, JrJ 
gravitated into the job where she remains today. One sister, Mary Stone 
Gregory „ stuck to hi&torian and gcnalogisL To complete (he Stone family saga 
in the DAR, Mary's granddaughter Sallie Stone Gregory of Java is prcsendy the 

JG|GHL 



9 



Pi ttsy Iranians have cause to thank the chapter every time they enter the 
eourthose. The lovely, though somewhat bemused, portrait of Rachael Donelson 
Jackson is their gift. Born at Markham T Rachacl moved with her family to 
Tennessee where she met and married a young lawyer Andrew Jackson, He later 
became President 

This DAR chapter like the William Pitt chapter is unceasing in its emphasis 
on citizenship, working with county schools to promote participator in ihe 
yearly essay contesi. Gifts and medals are awarded die winners, Thomas Carter 
also gives away flags to schools and institutions alter they have hun£ over the 
capitoL 

Tilings livened up for the William Pitt with World War I when patriotism 
came off die back burner to louch everybody's life. Dorothy Whitehead Motley 
remembers that as a little glrl + she helped the ladies knit socks tor the soldiers. 

The ladies knitted sold gray, but Dorothy knitted colored toes to relive boredom 
and surprise the soldiers, 

Preston Moses remembers carrying boxes to the post office which the Mies 
had pacified for the soldiers. 

Life in the Utile town suddenly became part of ihe big picture. Troop trains 
came through regularly, stopping at the train station. Tlie DAR ladies would be 
right there, plus others, with picnic baskets of food. Eventually, however, they 
had to give up on the picnic baskets, overwhelmed by numbers. All the mothers 
got mightily upset, Gertrude Wilson Jones remembers betausa the girls would 
suari uff to die uaiii station when til* troop trains came through. 

Ihe threat of the Germans was pervasive - so pervasive that a Home Guard 
was organized to safeguard the town. Later in 19211, a note in the William Pitt 
minutes calls attention to the fact that CapL Purdone (?) "desire* the interest of 
the ladics.-aud their presence sometimes... at their drill each Thursday night." A 
committee was appointed to try to oblige, Elizabeth Wilson Whitehead, regent 
of William Pitt, toughs over the story that the eomjnander only gave orders after 
reading them in his hat 

In 1914 William Pitt undertook one of the most frustrating projects an 
organization could tackle to find the; graves of Revolutionary War soldiers. 
Each member was assigned a soldier by name. Four graves were found, bat the 
chapter then voted to abandon the project at too difficult It is difficult today with 
the use of automobiles; imagine a search by buggy, 

Doth the chapters arc zealous in fund raising to support DAR causes. Support 
for American Indian schools seem* an unexpected feature, but it indicates a lender 
conscience on the part of those first DAR organizers. 

Although the Thomas Carter Chapter was girded by Stanes {referred to as 
"Little Pebbles" at Hotlina College where they attended), many other old county 
families jlaycd a part. None, however, had as avid a genealogist as Bettic 
Penow, She researched 17 family lines and wore her ribbon full of bars p * a 
family member said. When a friend was campaigning for national office, Mrs. 
Penow was wondering how much money to contribute to ber campaign. 

"'She will get to sit on the podium in Washington, and her ribbon will be two 
inches wider/ she mused. 

When il comes to standing steadfast for that all-American virtue of patriotic 
endeavor, buttressed by education and preservation, all of the ladies should have 
ribbons two inches wider. 



Pittsylvania Remembrances 

This is The Packet** Inaugural issue of its newest sec ti on 
called (for want of a better name) PITTSYLVANIA 
REMEMBRANCES. IniliaJly, the Editor has requested a few 
county natEm to submit brief accounts of historical events, 
humorous episodes, legends, personal experience^ little known 
facts, ere. pertaining to Pittsylvania County. Due to space 
limitations, the texts must bt Limited to ft maximum of two 
pages or 500 word*. 

We are hoping that this appeal yields a cornucopia t 

An Invitation Is hereby extended to Any county native and 
especially to members or the Society to write down an account 
of your favorite experience, interesting event, little known fact, 
humonms story etc* as noted above and send to The Packet 
Editor at P.O. Box 1148, Chatham, VA 24531, 

County native Robert Harris of Beverly Heights voluntarily 
Submitted Goinj To The Mill from his boyhood memories as tbe 
inaugural article. His contribution gave us the idea for tbe new 
column P Thank* Bobby, The Editor. 

Going To The Mill 

By Robert Harris 
Not everyone has had ihe opportunity to visit the old water-driven flour and 
grist mill Prn thankful I had thai chance and the opportunity to tell about it in 
my own way, 

The best trips to the mill were the ones in the wagons. Nothing today can 
give ihe same sensation as a ride in a wagon. The. younger you were ■ &ay fivt or 
six - ihe more you wanted u> drivt the team, Sometimes you were given this 
privilege with an adult also holding (he reins, When there were three boys on 
board, al) wanting to drive, Dad drove in order lo settle the dispute. 

I remember one such day when Dad told me to get ready to go id the mill, On 
this occasion, my cousins were voting us on the farm that summer and he said. 
"Call your cousins." We got excited right away and were ready very soon. We 
began fussing about who was gonna be driving. Ii didn't lake Dad long to put a 
stop 10 that silliness. 

After loading up with conn and wheat, wt were on our way. Our first half-mile 
was uneventful, then through inexperience., exploration, or bolh t my youngest 
cousin foil off the wagon in such a way that the back wheel rolled over his chest. 
It was a miracle- of God that he was not injured - jusi bruised. I think though p 
that when Dad finished telling him, in simple words, thai this wouldn't happen 
again, his pride was bruised also, 

1 remember the sensation of coming round the bend at the milt and setting my 
eyes on that place. It sets the wheels of memory in motion. 
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I don't think my Daddy looked upon this as we boys did. To him, it was just 
another chore, but to we young felloes, it was something else. I believe the 
poet would have a fine time here at the old mill, what with the sights, sounds 
and smells, II w&s nostalgia in the making, 

The mill stream was intiving on the hot days. The main road crossed it just 
below the entrance. Tbe dossing was a ford only and approximately thirty yards 
upstream as the water driven sawmill which was a part of the mill. E^eruualty* 
it was Operated by a D&esel engine, 

This was the Thirties and Forties, and a few trucks showed up at times. All 
used the wooden loading platform along Hie front of the building, 

We young ones had a certain amount of freedom to explore, but you can be 
assured that the miller and the parent kept a watchful eye. If one strayed into a 
danger area, proper measures wete taken to remove him. 

Tlie one thing that stands out in my memory the most was the wide floor 
boards which glistened from Uie constant sliding of bags of grain over ihenr To 
say that they were slippery is an understoternejiL 

I remember seeing the inside of the mill Ln die morning while it was idle 
before it started for the day. This was a fine time. I remember when the miller 

would go to the bade of the big room and pull the big lever which controlled the 
mill. The water Hewed through a large pipe and out over the cups on the water, 
wheel, fusing it to turn. This engaged all the wheels, belts H pulley b s grinders, 
shredders, etc- and started the mill functioning. It was fascinating to watch the 
wheat poured into the hopper and to sec it transformed inuu flour and "shipstuff." 
Com, both yellow and white, were ground into meal for table use and for dogs, 
livestock and chickens ateo. I often wonder how the world gets along without the 
'ole flour mill/ 

There were several steps up to the level of the holding pond 1 dam which was 
located about fifty yards upstream of the mill on Pudding Creek:, It was known 
as Jocks Mill then, but old timers knew it as Figg Mill. 

We boys were warned of tbe pond's "suck hole 11 which was caused by water 
flowing through the large pipe flume. This was scary to a small Lad I remember 
the huge water wheel which seemed to be a ten feet wide and a hundred feet high. 
In reality. It wat more like four feet wide and twenty feet high. 

1 remember Mr. Jones* the miller, why would be covered from head to foot 
with a white powdery substance - the result of the sifting of the product of the 
grains being ground 

It was alwaya too soon for us when Daddy called us lo go. We Slewed him 
into the mill office which was always cool arid musty - even in hot weather. 
There was a large black safe with yellow fetters gti it - probably the name of the 
manufacturer. As I remember, there also was a hand made table and chair in the 
room. 

Thus another wonderful time drew to a clos*. There were many other sights 
and sounds and cadi of us who went there would have a differen t way of telling 
his story. This is my way. A wonderful rime at die mill! 



Miss Maud's Marriage 

By Patricia B. Mitchell 
The Victorian wedding was fraught with symbolism. Every detail* from the 
date lo ihc choice of flowers, had significance. The fol lowing account of die 
wedding of Maud Outer (who married Nathaniel Dement and is remembered as a 
local historian) was written by J.W. Whtlehead of Chatham in a tetter lo his 
daughter Farke. Parte wa$ in school at Sl#s Normal {now Loagwwd College) 
to Earmvillct Virginia. J.W, Whitehead wrote the letter on the day of (he 
wedding* a Tuesday to November, 1897. 

Tuesday afternoon 

My dear Daughter, 

I was delighted with the beautiful leiier 1 recti from you yesterday. It made 
me feel proud of you. not only as a letter writer, but also to know that you were 
having a grind time. Nothing of importance has transpired since I last wrote 
except Miss Maud & Nat's marriage which loot place at high noon today ai 
Episcopal Church. The bridesmaids, about six id number, wi|b the maid of 
honor and ribbon holder, all came In carnages to the church door, followed by 
the bride A and her fattier, alt dismounted & the maids went in first & took 
their places on each side of the aliar h Lheit followed Maud &. gentleman Jim. Old 
Mrs. Collier was in the vestibule straightening out thflir trains as they passed in, 
When the bride & her father arrived at the attar. I spied a tall Jean lank fellow 
emerge from a side doer, This 1 recognized to toe NathaniaL The organ which had 
been vigorously handled by Mrs. Martin during the lime stopped suddenly & the 
ceremo^cgoimfiqcei Rev, Mr. Dabney as pastor for a lime & Rev. Mr, Ptuden 
put on the finishing touch. As soon as the blcjEiinj was received the old organ 
burst forth again, 1 left immediately for the store & don't know what happened 
afterwards. Upon the whole it was a pretty marriage the bride was attired in 
while organdy & fint appliques, with a profusion of tulle & one lovely orange 
blossom in her beautiful hnh\ Nat looted as if he had won a great victory & 
everybody was envying him his good fortune. After my return to the store It was 
not very long before the bridal party passed fbr the depot & 1 learned the bride & 
groom arc going to Charlottesville where the gioom wil l take a special Summer 
Course in law. So much for the marriage,.- 

Goodbyft 

au voir 

Affectkmalely 
Falter 

The Victorians were superstitious about the day of the wedding. A little verse 
went, ""Monday for wealth; Tuesday for health; Wednesday,, the best day of all,* 1 
Thursday was all right, but Friday was considered an evil day to start anything 
important. Saturday was the most unlucky of all; and Sunday, being the 
Sabbath h was out of the question, 

In thoEastt a wedding sometime between ten o'clock and noon was considered 
the must fashionable because this was the English custom. 

Miss Mauds dress was white (although some Victorian brides wore other 
colors). According in fashion, the veil could be bee, but silk inlle was preferred. 
The orange blossom* a symbol of purity, was often worn. In fact, in 1339* when 
Queen Victoria married Albert, a curonct of orange blossoms held her veil in 
pLace above her eighteen- foot satin train h 
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Primary reference: Satcnig St. Marie and Carolyn Flaherty, Romantic 
Victorian Weddings, DuiiDn S ttidio Books, New York; 1 99 1 . 

Special Ln unks to Mrs, A. Phillipson far locating ihis leiier and allowing U to 
be imprinted; and to Mary Rullcdgc CJcmcnt Ward, granddaughter of "Miss 
Maud," fur her isipui. 



Unusual Names Are Often 
Found In Public Records 

By Sarah £. Mitchell 

In the last isspe of The Pittsylvania Packet. I wrote about some of the 
most common names and their derivatives. In this issue, I wLU write about some 
of the most unusual names found in the Pittsylvania County marriage record* for 
the years 1757- 1 361 . Some of Lhese names have been earned down and are still 
in use today - names like Pleasant Skidds, who was borne botti by a man who 
married in ihe 181 fVs and by a man who utterly retired from the Virginia police 
fores. Unusual spellings also abound* such as Stiadmch spelled Shadrach. Dorcas 
spelled D*ufc$> and Joytc spcllcdJoicc. 

Men's Names: 

Speed A. Adams (m. 1843); Scarlett M. Adkerson (m. 1843; scarlelt was used 
as a boy's name in the early ISOG's); A: hi lies Allen (m. 1802); Ihomas Allsup 
(m. 17%); Sterling Asher (m. 1802); Ch&mncss Austin (m. 1796, Champncss 
was a fairly popular name); Rice Beadles (m, 17S6); Scacon. Beadles (m. 1739); 
Coalman Bennet (m + 1334); Craflon Bennett (m r 1339); Macager Bennett (m. 
1833); Micajah Wheeler BenneU (m. 1799); Henderson Bumpiii (in 1829); 
Jesse ChockleLL (m. 1843); Malbeny Coppcaagc (m« 1350); Drury Cross (m. 
1787); Sibert Cnitcher (m, 1795); Royal! King (m h 1799); Sharp Lamkin fra. 
1797); Slid Lawless (m H 1789); Friar McNcdy [in. 1840); Aft* M. Mease [m, 
1840); Edward Popejoy J/. (m L 1S10); Thomas Fresizc (m. 1810); Tilghmcn A, 
Pullin (m. 1S30): Nolon Ramsey (m. 1808); Jabez Smith (m. 1827}; Haggle 
Stimson (m . 1 3 Beaded Wier Sr. (m . 1 3 16ft SUthc Wync* (m. 178S). 

Women's Names 

Eady Adkins to, 1SW): Mourning Bobbett Bennett (m. 1803); Hestertim 
Beigcr [m. IS 33); Glasey Cooley Cm, 1779); Afenna Dallon (m h 1795); Aincy 
Dcdr(m. 1796) PriscilLa Dews (1817); Sarah Dove {m h 1826); Stooy Ftj^ison 
(ra H 1792); Susanna Flippin (m T 1817); TinaJi Groff (m. 18QG); Uzina C 
Hankie (m. 1837); Tallliihecum Hoskins (m. 1823 - perhaps from Mart 5:41 
quoting Jesus in Aramic, Talitha cumt" - "Damsel, I say unto thee arise* 1 ); 
Fanny Lamb (m. 1799); Liuhc Lester (m. 1789); ZiUa MsDanid (m. 1859); 
Weahhy Prcwci (m. 1777); Pa^ey Pulfcn (m, 1799); Yulcanna Rider (m, 1803); 
Va, A. E. Sidebouom (m, 1858); Virlinda Simpson (m. 1782); BehcaLhaland 
Smith (m, 1788); Sarah Swepston (m. 1832); DionUha Walden (m. 1800); 
Nancy Waddill (m. 1B05); WilmoLh Walrond (tn. 1324); Christian Wynne (m. 
1785); Ardinna Young {m. 1547); CeEab Young (m. 1814). 

Two- women with names that were especially amusing were Ax&ye Jesse (m, 
1309) and Fbllcy Pisiota (ni. 1809; she became Policy Pistole Slaydfrn). They 
sound like ihcy arc out of a western movie. 



One of my favorite manages name- wise is TVue Love Sparks to Jauo Sparks, 
whose surely was put up by Pttcr ?\gg. 

Some of the ministers lud unusual jiames also. Ebin (or Eben) Angel; Joseph 
HalcheLt; Crispin Dickenson Sr.; Crispin Dickenson Jr.; Edwin G. Cabaniss; 
Wm. H. Kinklc; WM Ncsbiti" W, S. Panicle; Wm. H, Plunkeu; and Samuel I. 
S potts &1E ir.arried many coupE&s in the 1900s. 



SCRAPS FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 

The mail bag produced a pre-publication announcement of a book titled: 
Atkinson A Tim tors anrj Allfed Families by R.W. Atlrinson. Pries prior 
lo August 20, 1995 is S39.50 delivered. If interested write him at IBS Canyon 
Road, Chagrin Falls, OH 4*021 The boot contains rw&arth on other families 
famitiary to Piitsylvonians such as Bryan, Fuquy n Gregory, Jones, Morgan and 
Powell, 



The valuable Booker Stone coverlets, donated to the Society by Jane 
McClelland of Alexandria, are in safe storage m nearby Martinsville. It occurs to 
ihe Editor that many Society members have never had an opportunity io view 
these beautiful creations by the talented plantation slave, Buukcr k at Shady Grave 
near Sheva. Is a viewing possible? Can it be done at the November meeting? 
The Editor suggests that those of us who are recepuve to the idea make our 
wishes knowrt to Program Chairperson. Frances Hurt 



COMING PACKET ATTRACTIONS 
TUB KMfrKUN TURNPIKE; ritByitfJlta^J.lrrt.Tiin Bred- 

A brier history of this famous puce will appear. A major pardon of its route 
from Dan vil le to Rooty Mount is still traversed today. 
THE WILLOW DEL COMM A S SAP Y 

The existence off a secret Confederate supply base, founded in 1 862, in 
Pittsylvania County has recently come to lighL Its location was on [he waters of 
Harped Cn?ck near present day Fullens, and a search for its precise silc is already 
underway amid considerable excitement 

THE CCC IN PITTSYLVANIA CftlJNTV 

This New Deal program made a significant contribution ts conservation in 
Pittsylvania County during the Great Depression. One local well known 
authority on the subject served in a local CCC cainp. His identity as Ihe writer 
of the article will be revealed in a future issue, 



August 1995 Queries 

(Free 10 members lo ud oihen with linulflr inheres L±.) 



EDITORS NOTEs 

I look forward ta assisting members in their search for family istorj . Wc are pkascd 
ttiut Ibis is perhaps lie TastCSt growing section of The PackeL Space problems have 
developed as a consequence* and 1 we are to reed id adopt a policy of publishing only one 
query per farnOj per quarter* In falr&esf ta oLbtni, members are urged to submit 
entries in as brief a form is possible. 

***** 

Wish 14 correspond with daseauJents of Jos . AUSTIN, b, 1 730- VAd 1 31 0 - Pitts. Co. V A. 
Inherited land from Mi father woe who jl large landowner in Lunenburg Co-, VA M r I s 1 71 
Terry??? en, 1750(7) - VAM. 2nd - Wealthy PRUn^RlTTT TREWlTT of Halifax Co. 
VA <Uu>of Daniel PEUIT/PEEWITT* Am dest of Stephen AUSTIN^.** 17o9- V A who 
mar. Rebecca HA MOWS, cku. of Captain Daniel HAN HNSof Pitts. Co. If you connect Otis 
line, please wriie Mrs, Les SHROYEE, 6119 So, Blue Cl Crysial Lata, 111 60014 J76S, 

Am s^ajthins far Frederick KIVES and wilt, Mary rtiagdelene STEGALL (or STE- 
GOLL) RIV6S. Also Bur wdl RIVES and wife. Amy STEGALL (or STEGOLLJRJVES 
who came io Pittsylvania Co. from Brunswick Co^ VA 1769 or later. 

T.E . I have a Robert MITCHELL from VAm. Jane HARMON o, VA, ThUMTTCHELL 
went into Indiana ca. 1SI6, Donna HOLLAND, 7520 5. 60th Ave. W. Colfax IA JtXtf 4. 

Seeking concipoiidDnee wilh ascendents of CHEEK r CHICK sum am c uf lair. 1700s 
and carl/ 1800a in Pitts., Bedford Charlotte Co*, VA- Please write lo Gail RANDLE. 2(K>1 
Glh Ave. S.W., Largo, FL 34640, 

4**4* 

Seek &np infea on Woodiori WALLACE who may be brclhtx of Jettt WALLACE. 
Wco(*wn b- ca, 1325*26 Ln PiUi. Co, VA d. 4 Jan-OUumwa, I A. Served in Civil War - age 
40 .Taken prisoner a: Mart's Mills. ARK. Sent to Camp Ford, prison, Tyltr,"!"^ exchanged 
in 1365 m, 1st Elizabeth SHEFARD 23 April 1841 inGalljaCo.OH 2nd Alley C Patterson 
FIS H RR on 1 7 Fch. t Jifirt in Otnimwa, Wapel !n CO., 1 A. There art 1 3 children; 5 a* ah m. 
ZEPHEIVEAL m Bones: Nanoy Ann m, John RLTE, Alfred wounded in Civil War, 
disch. for disahiliiy: Thomas was wounded in Civil War, dying a* home in WipcUn, 1A; 
Louclla L. hl ?; Edward rti, ? N Mary Frances nt_ ? Eoline m. Thomas W. HOLCOMB ; Jesse 
en.?: Miilvina rtL Th&itias C. GIB DONS; Woodson m. Lilli* B. SIMONS, Clara A. m?; 
Emma m. IraS. SAYLOR. 

Kaiht=c ft KOEP, 236$ Maada Circle. Thousand Oaks. CA 92360. 



Will tarn GO OD (GOAD or GOODE) b. 1754 Bedford Co., VA . U ve4 in Pi tis- Co. v A 
until :77£; d. 1550 Washin|lcrt or Sullivan Co. TN Revolutionary War B auks: 

5 tunc So. Car.; Kings Mountain and Cherokee Indians; d. Washington Or Sullivan t\>, 
TN. nu i2) Mary HALL 1 820; Known child Christopher Anderson GOOD 1 S 23* L 9 : 2 . 
Civil War Private Co. D fith Reg. TN tav.; Father* Richard GOODE, WiU probated Jan 
31, IS 19 Wilkes Ccu NC. Hoirt listed *ere cnlldren: WLJiiim h Thomas, John, Elvira, 
Spcnecr h Susey, Francis. 

Kay M, CRUM, NSDAft No. 0762241, 247 Jaiifer Sr, Gteaiylle, TO 37745 615^638^ 
78lfi 

***** 



(QUERIES CONTINUED) 

Need information on ihe parents and siblings of Menan LANGFORD tu 17&2 iii Virginia, 
Is pas sifcle thai ihe LANGFOR □ family m rjraled In Rutherford Cfi. „ NC irea he fore moving 
inw And coon md Re sine Counties. TNL Several LANG FORDS married LFltolhc D ALTON 
line in NC. Menan manied about 1 809 n Mourning D ALTON probably in Anderson or Koane 
Co. Merlin, md several eibcr LANGFORDS, relationships unknown, appear in Roane 
Comnry records frum about 1802 lo 181 7-18 IS. In ca. 1818. Menan migrated to Grange Co. 
IN w H tli the D ALTON families. Will sh&te few known Menan d*£*cndenu. 
Margaret 0 AKE- H, 151 E. Harrison St., #7 Orleans, IN 47452-2103 

***** 

Need bacLjrrountl of TW MOORE and wife Nancy FLETCHER. Daughter Penelope 
UL Witlia MARSHALL m Pill5. Co. 7 luly IfiDO. Am ea^ei ti> nbtiin PitUL Co. inftmmtion 
onMAYSandDORTONfami^. Rev, Willis HOPWOODsdau. Sdly (widow of Ebenczcr 
BECKJ m. Alexander. E. MAYS bl 1811. Rra^L kails hk m believe lhal HOFVOOD, 
MAYS and DOKTUN families traveled together cue county to mother, Al«, MAYS m. 
EUnof DCftTON 1 $ April in Marshall Cp,TN. Could DORTON be in nrorfw D ALT ON? 
Pedigree Chat included. Nancy Margaret Mays COOPER, 3 175 SujftT Ridge Road, 
M«dQw Visi*,C A 95722. 

***** 

Who knows the father and pother of William F- RANDOLPH, who was the father of CS A 
MajorReverly R ANDOLPH and thafirandfurtier of Eston RANDOLPH of Pittsylvania Co? 
William R RANDOLPH was the grandson of Vn. Go*. Thmnoa Mum. RANDOLPH. 
William F. RANDOLPH '8 wife? Estons wife? (If you are bkiod tin » the RANDOLPHS 
of Vii^iiiia, you're lun io almost all the Virginians), 

Robert HUNT ICE Coral Reef Dr, Goose Creek, SC 29445 (803) 572 1932 

***** 

Tluuk juu hj niudi fi_u clue pasL iiJiuesof Ttie Plltqyl yb.uJh PmlLK Inn looking forward 
to receiving them on a regular basis in the future. £n [his regard, please Find a SlOcJicck for 
my 1P94-9S RHS membdsrup. 

Fin a direct descendant of S tephen COLEMAN tram. Pittiyl v arua Co. vba served in the 
V A. Militia dozing the ReYolut ionaxy War. I would like T?ery iru^h to find his grave. I Jtnow 
he wu burled somewhere near Java and RLccviUb, VA, If anyone ™ help rne locate thj* 
grave, please get in touch with me-. I will share information on this family. I know exactly 
where his son Col. Stephen COLEMAN is buried. Please use this a* a query jl The Packet. 
Thanks for ycur help in this matter. 

T- RkW FERRELL Jr. 2 13* Seven Lakes S We*t End, NC 27376 [9 10>CT3-i 2E9 

***** 

Scdc LiforTnaiiGncn wives, parcnls, sibling of Thomas SCOTT (b. c*. ]730)£.cs_ 1770, 
Pi Ltsylv ania Co.) Known children Nifflrod Sr H (m. Wilmoth WALTZERS) John (m. Sophie 
MCRRY), Jacob, [s wjc Anne, (m, J«sc A5HLOCK), Barksda1e > James, Robert Simon. 
William and possibly Baal. Also, seek informaLion on WALTERS and MUttRY family 

lines. 

Ty ASH LOCK, 3135 Comancti* NE Albeqrcrqii- NM 87107-4651 . 

***** 

1 am en£lysir:£ a clnsct for 510 for a single membership in the Pittsylvania Cotiniy 
Hii'orical Society. I woiilJ like to corresptfn.il with anyone having knowledge of the 
PARSONS 1 bcloi ihay wqre in Pi[[s>-lvania County from ihe midcle 1700s lo- ihe lart 
13-205. 

Dojuia L. PRICE 7771 5. Fflresrtull Couri, Uulcton, COLO &012O 

***** 
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(QUERIES - CONTINUED) 

In his will inLfraisaCGimry, VA, Wiltiam RfllllNKON (RORTSON-ROBESON- 
HOKERTSON) named Adm. Jktim ROBERTSON {s*n?> and 1b£aib4u: John, Joseph, 
ami T1](][nis ROGERS OK hji4 David D ALTON (spouse of his daughter, Sarah) and 
BradLsy D ALTON (spouse of hit daughter Dolly,, (Folly?) each to receive lf9\h intertst 
in his cslale. (Names of other ihreenot in will} 1 b&lLew ih*[ trie ROBINSONS may have 
rv.i-.r-.ii^i in Rutherford Co.,, NC [hen. onto Andcreon and Roam Co, TN with inc 
DALTOrV family. Am imcrcstcd in locating this William ROBINSON Family and dt- 
sutsndnnis and Lhc DALTON toys who married William's daughters . 

Margeitr BAKER. 151 £ r fiairison SL #7, Urleans. lis, 

MM* 

1 wnuld appreciate having the following query in in* neat issiw ftFyoor periodica]. 

CROTTY/DOS5: Elizabeth DOSS was born 1850, Rocky Mount, FraiildbiC&imr^ Va 
io laaws Andrew DOSS and Ann WEST, She married ftooert 5. CROTTY 1974 in 
Oreenbriei Co^ Wert Vurfinia* His parflntt ware Midiacl CROTTY and Mary Ann 
DO WD Y. When did Hizafacih Ooss CROTTY die, and * here is she buried? Mrs. Barbara 
Dais MCKINLAY, 274ft U Ouasm Drive. Los Anfiple*. CA 9004*. 

DAVJS, KNIGHT 

Seek any information and the parents of Ounce KNIGHT bjiO: his wit* Hannah DAVIS. 
Cujiecc w as b- about Gen 1 7B0 m MD and d 27 April 15€I in Wapello Co. IA . His wife u-as 
fc* in 1789 in V A and d. in FA 1 Q/] fi Mar. 1 R75. They are both buried in the Mclnlire Ceni«er> 
in Wapeto Co. IA. They were mansed 12 April 1ft W in Granduiow twp Washington Co h OH. 
They lived in Tyler Co^ VA between 1615 and 1820, in Monroe Co, OH Ohio iwp to 
1« 33 and Gallia Co. Clay twp until about 1 S44 when ihty wem to M. Thty had 9 children; 
Willtin^ David, Curti* W„ Sarah. Nancy Jane. Susan; Fanny, Friend Aandlsaat Kathleen 
K DEPP, 23ftS Magda CircK Thousand Oikea, C A 9 ] ttO. 

***** 




GIVE OUR MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY A BREAK 

If you have Dot paid your annual Society membership dues, 
they arc due and payable as of May 17, Please pay before 
or at the August meeting. This will ensure the presence of the 
PITTSYLVANIA PACKET in your parlor each quarter. 
Jeanette Brown will appreciate your prompt response. 




IS 

GLEANINGS FROM OUR READERS 
"Wc love reading The Packet. Makes us feel at hone " 

Polly Lighi 
Virginia Beach 



"Mrs, Hrown, 

The info in "The Pittsylvania Packet" is invaluably [ just learned the 
marriage date of a pair of my great-great-grandparents which was li£t£d in 
"Marriage Records of PUtsyLvar.La County. VA in the Spring 1995 issue* 
I Jiupc Mr. Muscs r wish for a coiuiLy museum will someday be realized" 1 

Lillian Marian Habermann 
Woodtmdfie.NJ 



"To The Tacktt Editor: 

It helps w be helpful! In the FalS 1994 Packet was a query by RaJph 
Caldwell of Monrae, GA. He was looking for information about Seth Caldwell 
who resided in Pittsylvania County bi the early 1700s thru 1738. Having 
gleaned some information about Scth t who might have been the father of my 
curliest known Caldwell ancestor^ I sent it to Ralph. Two dnys alter sending it 
along with some information about my ancestor, William Caldwell of Knox and 
Harlan Co., KY T Ralph phoned me with a great deal of excitement His eaxly 

ancestor, William Caldwell of Montgomery and Giles Cos, VA and mine were 
one and the same. William had seven children in VA between 1799 and 1610, 
ihen ten more in Kentucky after 1811 Except for some land transactions by mail 

beiween 1319 and 1328, ihe two branches had no known contact ► After our 

excitement abated, we swapped more in formation, Then Ralph's father, Dr. 
Alton Brown Caldwell contacted me with subdued excitement. «- Later, Dr. 
Brown picked tip on iu and he and his son, Ralph added more and prepared a 
genealogical chart with about 350 descertdents of one of William's sons. 

An aunt by marriage; Leola CaldwelE of Texas began gathering family history. 
— Leola gave me copies of her information, — We published a sma!l (52 
pages) booklet in 1934 wiih very limited family info Jo Ed Caldwell and 
other cousins began an extended Caldwell family reunion in 1985 and asked me 
to print more booklets. Family research by various cousins really took oil then. 
This July will be our eleventh reunion, and we expect eo have a large (250 
pages) hardcover Book of CaMwriEs by then 

Dr. Brown and son prepared 60 pages of the Virginia branch for inclusion with 
whaft we discovered 

Kin folk: that Greg and 1 have been Looking for for 21 years axe about to be 
united with us. They have been looking for us for about the same period — . 
Need I say 'We are excited.* 1 A reunion of a family after 1 83 years apart. Thanks 
to The Packet, it helps to be helpful. H 

Archie Caldwell 
1547 Stewart Creek Rd. 
Murfheiboro h Term, 37129 
Editor's Note: Due to space limitations, it was necessary to print only excerpts 
of Mr, Caldwell's letter. However, wc should add that he mentioned a reunion 
with the Virginia branch on July 29 at Grace Christian Church ai PrinceTon, W, 
VA r He and other Virginia cousins arc planning to attend the Kentucky reunion 
atCnrbin on July 1 also. Thanks for your exciting letler, Archie. HEM 
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Once again I have to write id ex Lend a big ihankt to The Packet and ihe 
Society, After receiving The Packet and publishing the request for information 
on the. Gakes family, T have been in correspondence with several families, all of 
which have provided information about the Oakes family, — Enclosed is a 
dependent chart for John Oakes. Thant you. James N. Mc(jhee h 6076 N. 
Shallow Jult Dr Barl]eu,'m 38135. 



Dear Mr. Mose^ 

Last year my cousin, Alipe Qverbey* sent mc a gift membership in your 
society. I am honored to be a member and have thoroughly enjoyed reading The 
Packet from cover to cover. Your publication is most interesting and 
informative. I am enclosing a check m renew my membership for another year. 
Congratulations on the fine work you are doing, 

Mrs, B.C. Jordan 217 Linton Avenue Natchez, Mississippi 39120 



Note: Society Members; 

The ever faithful Betty Bruno of 16934 MoonciesL Dr. Encino t CA 91436- 
3511, writes that there is a good book for French Huguenot diisc indents - 
especially the Pittsylvania County families of Glenn, lrby and LcQrand. Book 
is: Le Grand, Louis Pierre Le Grand in Virginia (Baltimore, Gateway Press, 
S38h00) Make cheek payable to Louis E. Le Grand* 8100 Colehroufc Ru*d, 
Richmond. VA 23227-1611 



Dear members, 

I enjoy reading The Pittsylvania Packet so very much and read every 
word. I only wish my health was so 1 could be an active member of the society. 
You are all doin£ a wonderful work. 

Mary White 
Chatham, VA 



My check is enclosed for membership in [he Pittsylvania Historical Society. 
My husband and [ enjoyed doinji research on vacation in April of 1995 in 
ChatfiEim. 

My ancestor! names are; LYON, AUSTIN, EASLEY, COLEMAN, 
THOMPSON* I saw a copy of tfie Wini&r 1995 Packet and was impressed 
with the publication. Margaret Siafford, Mil Martha Court, Arcale, Calif. 
955214834. {707)322-3251 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED 
As a Society Member,' yon can serve the organisation 
by: 

1. Attending every quarterly meeting possible. 

2. Talking up its activities to friends and neighbors. 

3. Giving a membership to a relative as a gift 

4. Serving on committees when asked. 

YOU WILL BE GLAD YOU DID 
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Union Prisoners Memoir Recalls 
Rail Ride To Danville 




By Henry H, Mitchell 

In the last issue of The Packet, Confederate Captain John 
Dooley was quoted as commenting on his April 1865 approach to 
Pan mil's Bridge into northern Pittsylvania thkt he was crossing 11 a 
portion of the State that has never felt the scorching breath of war or 
drunk the warm life blood of the South s bravest men. Here rise tall 
fences enclosing rich pastures, fields of waving wheat and sprouting 
conin But the plenty scattered here appears in strange contrast with 
the desolation and exhaustion of the iest of the Stats. ,N 

A starkly different impression of parts of south central Virginia 
was recorded by A,0. Abbott, 1st Lt. p Xew York Di >>ons f who 
traveled from Richmond to Danville by ndl on May 31 T 1864 a as a 
prisoner, 'Vht following account by Abbott is found in Prison Life 
in the South: at Richmond, Macon P Savannah, 
Charleston, Columbia, Charlotte, Raleigh, 
Goldsborough* and Andersonville, During the Years of 
1864 and 18*5 by A,tX Abbott, Harper & Brothers, New York, 
1865. 

LEAVING RICHMOND 

1, On the morning of the 31st of May we were aroused at 5 o'clock 
by the sergeant (at Libby Prison in Richmond) > and ordered to get 
ready to go South at once... They marched us over the James River 
to Manchester and halted us alongside of the Danville Railroad, 
made up a train of box-cms and Iwtdcd us in... 

M We left Manchester at 7:30 a.m.... just as the batde of Cold 
Harbor was opening. We soon found that traveling on a Rebel 
railroad was very different from what it would be on one in our 
Northern States. Their rolling stock was nearly worn out, the rails 
broken, splintered, and battered, the ties rotten, and altogether* it 
was a dangerous matter to ride at all upon them, to say nothing uf 
speed. For greater safety, their fastest trains were limited to twelve 
miles an hour by Act of Congress. Their stops are frequent for their 
wheezy old engines use Cuublc the fuel they would if they were in 
good repair; and their wood and water stations are separate thus 
making a stop every four or Five miles. 
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STATIONS DILAPIDATED, COUNTRYSIDE POOR 
"During this ride we suffered for water, for the day was intensely 
hot, and we had nothing to get it in, but had to drink it from our 
hands Of from the holes by the side of the track. The stations along 
this route are not villages such as you find on our Northern roads 
but consist of five or six houses dignified with a name high 
sounding enough for a corporation. The depots are small uapainted 
buildings with but a (few conveniences and much dilapidation. (The 
train would have passed stations at "Coal Fields" (Midlothian Coal 
Pits), AniElia Courthouse, Jetersville, Jennings Ordinary, 
Burkevilld Meherrin, KeysvilJe, Mossingford, Clover, South 
Boston. New's Ferry, Barks dale, and late in the evening in 
Pittsylvania County, Ringgold and Dan River + The Richmond & 
Danville line's construction had begun in Richmond in 1850 and 
ended in Danville in I£56 P a testimony to the determination of 
Pittsylvania visionary Whitmell P. TunstalL But by 1864 T the 
stresses of wartime had apparendy almost put the Richmond & 
Danville out of operation.) 

"The country through which we passed was very poor, the 
cultivated portions of it being planted to corn by the negroes.,, Very 
few white men to be seen„. 



ABBOTT DESCRIBES DANVILLE 
"We arrived at Danville about one o'clock the next (Wednesday) 
nk>rning + ..Here our old guard was relieved by some Virginia militia 
under command of Lieutenant Gray, 3rd Virginia Infantry 
(Hampton's Legion). 

"Danville is situated on the south side of the Dan River, one 
hundred and forty-eight miles ftom Richmond, and had at this time a 
population of about five thousand It had increased In numbers since 
the war, many of ihe refugees from Northern Virginia coming here 
with their families to escape from the immediate horrors of the 
battle-field. It had several government hospitals, and ax times 
Federal prisoners have been confined here, but at this time nearly all 
had been sent farther South. It was also a depot for supplies in 
transit from Georgia and Noah Carolina^ 

"The railroad connecting Danville with Greensboro is a new one. 
built in 1863, % by the Rebel government, and we were among the 
first that went over it, The train did not make over eight miles per 
hour." (Lt. Abbott and his fellow prisoners continued under 
conditions of great difficulty to Greensboro, Salisbury, Charlotte, 
Columbia, Augusta and Macon.) 




Samuel Parinill Wilson of Windsor Farms rittir Cascade 
incurred this freight bill fur shipment of 18 pounds of 
oalroeal in 1882, 



Th* above is evidence that Wilson used the services of 
a ferry belonging to his relatives on the eve: of the Civil 
War, 



The above are 
courtesy of Elizabeth 
Wilson Whitehead 
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THIS SPECIMEN OF JOHN DIX'S PETITION TO 
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FOR PERMISSION TO 
CHANGE THE LOCATION OF HIS FERRY LANDING 
ON THE DAN RIVER IN 1770 WAS INDICATIVE OF 
THE COMMONWEALTH'S STRICT CONTROL OF 
FERRY OPERATIONS 

Editor's Nute; 

The site of the above mentioned ferry landing was 
located in 1994 by county historian, Danny Ricketts, He 
also found the ruins of Dii's ordinary on the old pioneer 
road nearby as well as his grist mill. The ferry played a 
sign if! cant role in the Revolution. 
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